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Bibliographical Notices. 


[Oct. 


Art. XXIII.— On Gout; its History, its Causes, and its Cure. By William 
Gairdner, M. D. Third edition. London, 1854. 12mo. pp. 400. 

We are pleased to find that the very favourable estimate we formed of this 
treatise on its first appearance, has been sustained by the suffrage of the medi¬ 
cal profession generally, as is shown by the demand for a third edition within 
the short period that has elapsed since the first was issued. 

This work is unquestionably a highly interesting and instructive one, and 
deserving of an attentive perusal on the part of every physician whose sphere 
of practice renders him liable to be repeatedly consulted by subjects predisposed 
to, or by patients already labouring under the attack of gout in its regular or 
irregular forms, or in those cases where its strange and confusing association 
with other known forms of disease, cause a decided change in the character 
and progress of the latter, and demand, to a certain extent, a modification in 
their treatment. 

Having, in our notices of the former editions of Dr. Gairdner’s treatise, ad¬ 
verted to the views inculcated by the author in regard to the pathology of gout 
and its hygienical and therapeutical management, we need only say, in refer¬ 
ence to the present edition, that the practical observations on the particular 
application of remedies in the treatment of gout are very considerably extended; 
by which the instructions of the author are rendered more clear and explicit, 
and, consequently, more easy to be carried out by those who desire to test, by 
clinical experience, their true value. 

An entirely new chapter is added, on what Dr. Gairdner very correctly terms 
“a subject of the keenest interest;” the existence of sugar as a healthy in¬ 
gredient in urine, and of minute saccharine impregnations of this fluid as an 
attendant on various phases of gout. 

Dr. Gairdner says that “itis with regret” he observes “the growth of this 
book.” The additions that have been made to it, by which this growth has been 
occasioned, are of a character that will prevent his readers, we are convinced, 
from joining in this regret, inasmuch as they have increased its value in a 
greater ratio than they have its bulk. D. F. C. 


Art. XXIV.— The Diseases of the Foetus in Utero, not including Malformations, 
with an Outline of Fcetal Development. By Henry Madge, M. D., Member of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, Licentiate of the Apothecaries’ Society, etc. etc. 
Loudon, 1854. 12mo. pp. 200. 

Tiie pathology of foetal life is at once a curious and interesting subject of 
inquiry. Nor is it one altogether devoid of important results, affecting not 
merely the health and life of the foetus, but also the well-being and comfort of 
the mother. That the diseases so frequently met with in the new-born infant- 
excluding, of course, certain forms of abnormal development—are the result of 
the diseased condition of one or other of the parents, but especially of the 
mother, or of morbific causes acting upon the latter, but the effects of which, 
in the development of actual disease, are experienced only by .the foetus in utero, 
cannot be doubted. Thus, children born of mothers labouring under syphilis, 
smallpox, tuberculosis, scrofula, intermittent fever, etc., are very apt to labour at 
birth under these same diseases; in other instances, however, infants are born 
with diseases, as acute and chronic inflammation of the peritoneum, of the 
lungs, or of the heart; purulent ophthalmia, or erysipelas, of which the mother, 
at no period during pregnancy, exhibited the slightest symptom. The patho¬ 
logy of these latter affections is a subject well worthy of investigation. Are they 
the result of morbid actions originating primarily in the structure of the foetus, 
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or are they produced by morbific causes which act upon the foetus through the 
system of the mother? 

We possess few treatises devoted exclusively to a consideration of the dis¬ 
eases incident to the period of intra-uterine life, and these few are, for the most 
part, imperfect and unsatisfactory. Incidentally, the subject is noticed by nu¬ 
merous medical writers, and our professional journals contain several able and 
valuable communications on some parts of the subject, among which we would 
especially notice the two elaborate papers of Dr. J. Y. Simpson, of Edinburgh, 
on peritonitis occurring during foetal life, and on gome of the presumed conse¬ 
quences of intra-uterine inflammatory action. 

In 1840, Dr. Wm. C. Roberts, of New York, presented a very interesting and 
fair exposition of the various facts recorded in reference to the diseases of the 
foetus, as “A Contribution towards a better Acquaintance with Intra-uterine 
Pathology.” (See the numbers of this Journal for August, 1840, and October, 
1841.) 

Dr. Madge must have entirely overlooked this contribution of Dr. Roberts, as 
well as the very elaborate memoir of M. Andry, on the diseases of the foetus 
and its appendices, which occupies some eighty-two pages of the first volume 
of th e Journal des Progris (2'"' scries, tom. i. 1830, pp. 126-205), when he penned 
the declaration that “nothing has yet appeared, having any pretensions to an 
elucidation” of the whole subject, “or to an arrangement of what is already 
known” in relation to it. “That as yet, we have had no clear and concise 
resume of the important researches made by modern pathologists, and particu¬ 
larly by our continental brethren, on the diseases of the foetus in utero.” 

The essay of Dr. Madge is certainly a most interesting one. He has col¬ 
lected, with commendable industry, the leading facts bearing directly upon the 
Subject, and has endeavoured, as far as possible, to give to them a systematic 
arrangement, so as to indicate their pathological relations. 

The information communicated will amply repay the time spent in the peru¬ 
sal of the work. The author has by no means exhausted the subject; his labours 
may, however, prompt to the investigation of the causes, character, indications, 
prevention, and cure of a class of diseases by which human life is impaired or 
destroyed even within the mother’s womb. D. F. 0. 


Art. XXV. —Principles of Comparative Physiology. By William B. Carpen¬ 
ter, M. D., F.R.S., Examiner in Physiology and Comparative Anatomy in 
the University of London: Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in University 
College, etc. etc. With three hundred and nine wood engravings. A new 
American, from the fourth and revised London edition. Philadelphia, Blan¬ 
chard & Lea, 1854. 8vo. pp. 752. 

In the last edition, the principles of general as well as of comparative phy¬ 
siology were embraced in the same volume. The increased amount of matter 
not ouly deserving but demanding notice that had been accumulated, by the 
diligence of observers in various departments of the science, since the appear¬ 
ance of that edition, and the desire of the author to present a full exposition of 
the present state of the entire subjects embraced in the original work, has in¬ 
duced him to divide into separate treatises the principles of general and those 
of comparative physiology. For various reasons he has issued first the com¬ 
parative physiology, which we have in the volume before us; it being his inten¬ 
tion, as he informs us, to reproduce the general physiology, as a companion 
volume to this, so soon as his numerous engagements will permit him to bestow 
upon that portion of his revision the careful attention which it requires. 

The treatise before us may be viewed in some measure as a new work. Every 
portion presenting not merely the indications of a careful revision, but copious 
additions and modifications, so as to render it a full as well as an accurate ex¬ 
ponent of the actual condition of the science of comparative physiology. 



